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Question 1
It is apparent that after the death of Robert, the governance of Westeros seemed to collapse as many leaders were ready to take the Iron Throne and this made it a failed state (Martin, 2011). A failed state is a disintegrated political body in which the primary responsibilities and conditions of the sovereign government do not function effectively as it is supposed as this was the same case in Westeros. On the same note, a state can also be known to be failed in case its government lacks legitimacy even though it is performing its functions in an excellent manner. We know a state has failed if the government cannot function properly based on its legitimacy and effectiveness. This is followed by its inability to provide fundamental public services and legitimate decision which is necessary to effectively control its territory. 
Based on this definition of a failed state, it is evident that Westeros is a failed state as many leaders sought to take the Iron Throne. The Iron Throne, in this case, is seen as a symbolic aspect that refers to the monarchy responsible for ruling the entire seven kingdoms. It has a lot of significance and authority hence the reason as to why many leaders sought to take it. The fight of the Iron Throne by the majority of the leaders signifies that Westeros lacked competent governance and heroes that would be used in the survival of external threats that threatened humanity (Martin, Garcia & Antonsson, 2014). In other words, this clearly shows that Westeros is a failed state because it was unable to protect its people from external threats that threatened humanity. 
Question 2
Upon watching the Game of Thrones, it is evident that it has several sources of legitimacy. I think that the most common sources of legitimacy are rational and traditional aspects. Rational legitimacy means that the authority is governed by strict rules. On the other hand, traditional legitimacy means doing things because they have always been done in a specific and universal way. Based on the Game of Thrones, rational legitimacy reigns among all the leaders in the kingdoms. For example, the two heirs of the ancient Targaryen dynasty used strict rules to form an alliance with an aim to get back the throne of their father (Martin, 2011). In addition, the film is governed with elements of traditional legitimacy because there is the development of monarchs that show the manner in which the seven kingdoms were ruled by their leaders. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think that rational legitimacy is the most likely form to lead to stable governance because it advocates the leaders to use strict rules in their governance from their subjects. I think that rational legitimacy can lead to stable governance because the state is able to effectively control resources and power over its people since they always follow the rules and regulations to avoid being punished. In addition, I think that this happens in real-world international relations since rules and specific policies that never change over the years are set, implemented and always followed. According Smolovic Jones & Grint (2013), nations always aim at stabilizing their governance through the formulation of strict policies and rules that favour their interests.






References
Martin, G. R. (2011). A game of thrones. Bantam.
Martin, G. R., Garcia, E., & Antonsson, L. (2014). The World of Ice & Fire: The Untold History of Westeros and the Game of Thrones. Bantam.
Smolovic Jones, O., & Grint, K. (2013). A game of thrones: power plays and politics in public collaborative leadership.
